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admiral, rather than influence and seniority as
heretofore.
Nelson possessed many advantages over all his
distinguished predecessors.    Though he had seen
more service than most officers afloat, he was still
in the prime of life.    He commanded a body of
officers inspired by the highest sense of esprit de
corps j many of them with long fighting experience.
Finally, he had brought with him from England
a new and enlarged edition of the vocabulary
signalling code only recently invented by Admiral
Sir Home Pophain, and was thus able to control
the movements of his fleet with a new exactitude.
The French Navy, on the other hand, had never
really recovered from the disorganisation caused
by the Revolution, while the Spanish Navy was
notoriously inefficient.   Rodney had beaten the
French and Spaniards in his old age, with quarrel-
some captains and clumsy signals.    Nelson, with
every advantage on his side, was determined to
annihilate   them.     But   for   this   a   substantial
number of ships  was necessary,  and  on   i8th
October lie only had twenty-seven of the line off
Cadiz, He had even allowed Calder to go home to
stand his trial in his three-decker Prince of Wales
entirely out of a sense of delicacy to a fallen rival,
while Rear-Admiral Louis had been sent to Gib-
raltar for water and provisions with six more of
the line.   Villeneuve, who was soon informed of
Louis3 presence at the Straits, decided that this
was Ms best chance, and at 6 a.m. on the morning
of   igth   October   the   Sinus   frigate   signalled
" Enemy have their topsail yards hoisted," fol-
lowed by " Enemy ships are coining out of port."
As  soon as these signals reached the  Vicloiy,